Insight in the life of a Mauritian student in Changzhou University
Coming to China for tertiary studies sounds like a thrilling adventure and at the same time a jump in the unknown. 

Let me tell you, take a leap of faith. 

My name is Sharon Too Yok, I'm a Sino-Mauritian and I was awarded a full scholarship by the Municipality of Beau-Bassin & Rose Hill in Mauritius and its sister city Changzhou to study a Bachelor of Chemical Engineering in Chinese medium. Five years ago,I had virtually no Mandarin Chinese background and still we embarked on this new adventure to the land of my ancestors. 
How it all started
After spending two weeks in Hainan (China) through the Overseas Young Chinese Winter Camp organized by the Chinese Embassy in 2009, I started to seriously consider China for my further studies. With China's booming economy, leading the world in industry, research and technology, studying in China is for many students a wise and affordable choice, not to mention that Mandarin is the language of the future. Learning about Chinese culture, etiquette and business can only be invaluable assets as China becomes the center of the world. To master on of the most difficult languages might sound like a daunting task, but here I am today, still alive and loving Chinese language more than ever before. 
A Chinese proverb says that no matter how tall a tree can grow, the leaves always fall back to the roots. Root seeking is something I had in mind, ever since I realized what my grandparents meant by coming home. That's why coming to China was at the same time the perfect opportunity to seek my roots, learn about my ancestors' motherland, dig out my own cultural heritage and rediscover my Sino-Mauritian identity. 

My first impression
Being accompanied by a delegation of the Municipality of Beau-Bassin Rose Hill made the trip to this totally strange city, much less intimidating. Moreover, the University instantly made us feel at home, as we were warmly welcomed by the International School. Being the first generation of international students in Changzhou University, we almost felt like pioneers. Jim and I were the first international bachelor students and that meant laying the first bricks in actually building the international school. 

Truth be told, the Mandarin Chinese course is a relatively new discipline in Changzhou University, but for this same reason, Changzhou University is able to provide an optimal teacher-student ratio such that each student can benefit from enough attention, adjust their own learning pace and maximize their progress speed. It also allows them to experience a full immersion into the Chinese language and Chinese society, which is crucial for their progress. During the last few years, the international student population has boomed, and new dormitories have been built to accomodate the 100 short-term and long-term students, coming from Thailand, Kazakhstan, Zimbabwe, Laos and many more countries. Many of them study engineering, which is our Changzhou University’s forte and International Trade and Business is an equally popular major among international students.
Our campus
As for accomodation facilities for international students, each floor has been designed as a spacious apartment, including a living room, a kitchen, three double rooms en-suite, all furnished, and equipped with air conditioner and basic necessities. In fact, Changzhou University can boast of having one of the best student dormitories in China.
We currently have two university canteens providing different styles of Chinese cuisine to cope with the demands of students coming from all over China, be it traditional Uyghur hand-stretched noodles, Northern China style dumplings, Gong Bao Chicken, Hainan chicken rice, Sichuan spicy hotpots, just name it. Not enough? Well, we're going international with halal cuisine and Turkish kebabs. Perhaps when homesickness seeps in, you can start cooking some dishes from your country. International students once in a while throw "international cuisine" parties by cooking each countries' local dishes and sharing it. 

The University also organizes an annual International culture festival, which is our most important and fun event. We, international students organise the whole event and performance show, offer free tasting of our country’s most authentic cuisine and proudly showcase our culture to Chinese students. There is also a plethora of clubs and society to pick from, amongst which Calligraphy, Wushu, Debate and Skating were my favourite ones. 

Our International students often feel like VIPs as Chinese students are always eager to make friends with us, whether to get a better insight into our culture or even to practice their oral English. Indeed, at Changzhou University, I had unforgettable memories with friends from all over the world, I have acquired a more global perspective and have learned how to get along with people of different cultural backgrounds. Indeed studying at Changzhou University is an experience like no other.
The Dragon City
Changzhou City is a very dynamic and modern city, big enough not to feel bored, small enough to feel at home and concentrate on studies. Of course, all work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. No worries, with its strategic location in Jiangsu Province, Jack can reach Shanghai and Nanjing within an hour by train and experience the metropolitan lifestyle, delve through the jungles of concrete or enjoy a relaxed afternoon in a Chinese garden with people practicing Taichi. Or Jack could be in Beijing within 6 hours, strolling down the Great Wall or in the Forbidden City admiring majestic silk robes worn by emperors thousands of years ago. 

This is today's China, this is a whole new adventure. Come and wake up the dragon in you!
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